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This year’s National Network of
Aaboti on Funds conference was
held in Adelphi M), wth the
intention of draw ng nore abortion
funds to the East coast to
participate in the Mrch for
Vonen' s Lives and capitalizing on
the energy and enthusiasm of the
nost diverse gathering of the
reproductive rights novenent to
date. NRO was able to send, wth
the generous help of NNAF, three
ordinators to the conference to
participate and | earn nore about
what it neans to be an abortion
fund and function in a country that
has legal abortion but al so where
wonen face many and i ncreasing
barriers to reproductive health care
and abortion access.

NRO Coordi nators attended over
half of the 26 workshops gai ning
insight about, client intake, N\AF
t echnol ogy assi st ance, access i ssues
for mnors, organi zing and
invigorating funds, viol ence agai nst
wonen, inpacts of religious

restrictions, legislative updates,
reproductive rights internationally
and donestically, abortion funds

and diversity work, |obbying and
vot er educat i on, creative
fundrai sing and how to eval uate
godl s.

Qher highlights included, plenary
sessions on research on young
worren’ s attitudes and activism
around abortion, speaker Rebecca
Conperts, founder of Wnen on
Vves, and keynot e speaker for the
banquet Byllye Avery, founder of

the National B ack Vonen's Heal th
Ao ect.
Com ng honme t hor oughly

invigorated and affirned, NROis
excited to integrate and pass on
nuch of what was |earned into our
daily operations and overal | mssion
for the organization. ly by
continuing to devel op will we stand
a chance of overcomng difficult
obstacles, noving forward with
exciting projects, and serving all
women.

Hot | i ne and Education | nfornati on
S nce August 2002, NRO has reci eved over 135 hotline phonecal | s and has donated a
total of $9735 whi ch has hel ped fund 31 wonen in accessing abortion proceedur es

and transportation. V& have hel ped fund wonen from Lane, d ackanas,

Dougl as,

G ook, Kalaneth, Polk, Véshington, Linn, Benton, Miltnonah, Mrion, Q atsop,
Yanhi | |, Shernan, Jackson and Lhi on counti es.
In other news, NROs slideshow has been vi ened by over 150 community nenbers! |f
you woul d |i ke to schedul e a show ng, pl ease contact us at: (541) 345 5702




The Vender f ul

Vorld of Your Gervi x!

Bingafarly sedf-anare fennist, it's
kind of anazing that | only net ny
cervix for the first tine about two
weeks ago. After all, | chart ny
cycle, |1 1ong ago expl ored t he out er
workings of ny clitoris and vul va. But
it wasn't until | sawNROs slide-show
that | bought ny first specul umand
decided to get to know ny cervix
better.

That night, arned wth specul um
flashlignt, and mrror, | went to ny
bedroom turned up the lights, lit a
candl e (because even in daylight
candles help create a nood) and
put on sone nusic (Ani O Franco of
couse). | ves dl sa to stat. Bi it
wasn't ny tine of the nonth to be
lubing vell, so | had to interrupt ny
first attenpt to borrow sone | ube
fromny housemate (who is al ways
nore prepared than | an). Back to
ny room propped up on pillows,
| ubed up the specul um and HERE
WE GO

But no cervix. | had been warned
that it’s sonetines hard to find on
the first try. Q, | started again Hif
an hour later, | still hadn't spotted
good ol” M. Cand | was starting to
get discouraged. | consulted ny little
brochure on sel f-exans. Perhaps |
should wait a few days and try
again, ny cervix mght have shifted
intoadfficut to spot position

It was a week before I nanaged to
find the quiet time to nmake ny
acquai ntance wth ny cervix. Sill
couldn't find her. A this point |
pr obabl y woul d have worri ed about
the existence of ny cervix (could |

have been born w t hout one!?), but
afriendy nurse practitioner had | et
ne take a peek during ny annual
examl ast year, so | knewshe exi st ed.
| even knew that she had a cute
little pink spot rignt around the os.
So, | waited another week before
trying agan.

Thisting onawim | invitedafriend
to cone exploring wth ne. She'd
just acquired her first speculum It
wasn't the intinate first encounter
that |'d counted on, but | needed
the noral support by this point. No
cervi xes nade an appear ance t hat
evening. Apparently this el usi veness
was cont agi ous!

By this tine | was getting
concerned. M cervix just didn't
want to be found. | was desperat e.
| asked everyone | could think of for
advice. | |anented ny mssi ng cerviXx
until ny friends tired of hearing
about it. | began contenplating a
| arger specul um

| decided on nore try. By nowl had
gone through a conplete cycle, it
was now or never. This tine | didn't
make a big production with the
lights and nusic, | just |ubed up, took
a deep breath and...nothing. But
something warned nme that | was
close, naybe if | just shift the
speculuma little to the right and
ease out a bit here and..om god!
There she is! Just sliding rigt into
view M beautiful wonderful cervix!
wth a slightly open os and a
sganocol ummar j unction just bel ow
it! | foud ny cervix a |ast!



March for Wnen' s Lives and Eugene Ral |y Qher Bts of Infornation

NRO joi ned the Oregon del egation and NNAF s Veébsi te coning soon! NRQpti ons. or g
Access and Equality contingent for the most Keep looking for it.

broad based reproductive rights event in the New donor dat abase software to
history of the Lhited Sates. Qrer 1.15 mllion better serve our wonderful donors!

peopl e gathered, in Vashington DC to voice Vorking with N\BF to design a specific

heir collective support for wonen's right to dat abase to track clients and keep
choose abortion, frustration over systenatic saidics

barriers to access and informati on about Letters to county health departnents
reproductive health, and determnation to . u y I
are going out wth brochures to all

continue to push for reproductive rights and i

justice. Fifty speakers and perforners gave Qegon counti es.

ords of hope, caution, and urgency before Newtoll free phone nunber:

and after the narch, a one nile loop that took 1- 866- 355-9100 and wll be placed in all

at least two hours to conpl ete. Quest Dex phonebooks.

For those supporters who could not nake it to

he march in Vashington DC but wanted to Q egon M dwi fery Counci |

show their support for women, NRO held anf Ithe Oegon Mdwifery Council is holding a

inpronptu ral |y at the federal buildingin Bigenel K undraiser with a silent auction, wine tasting,

at noon on the sane day. About 20 communityl Kood nusic and activities for Kids.

nenbers cane to share their passion for safe e ’event wll be held at the Secret Hbuse Wn-

reproductive health care and social justice. § fery, June 6, 2004 froml to 5 pm Questions? Gon-
A Q
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PO Box 10894 Eugene, CR 97440
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Nane Phone Enai |
Addr ess

Hease nark the type of information/help you would like to give NRQ
| aminterested in becomng a NRO vol unt eer!
| amavai |l abl e approx. 0-5 hours/nanth 5-10 hours/ nant h 10+ hours/ nant h
| aminterested in Educati on Fundrai sing Transl ation Board Mnter Qher
Secial skills or experience

1 would like to donate $ to NROto help build the WN fund and assist wth operating expenses
to increase abortion access throuhout Gegon. (NROis a 501C3 non profit org.) Al donations are tax
deductibl e.

| amcurrently unable to vol unteer or donate noney to NRQ however, | care about abortion issues.
H ease keep ne on your nailing list!

The best way to contact ne is: Mai | E nai | Phone
1 canthink of the followng peopl e who woul d be interested in learning about the work NROis doi ng:
Nane Phone Addr ess

Nane Phone Addr ess




Network for Reproductive
ot i ons

P.Q Box 108%4

Eugene, (R 97440

nro@fn. org

Hotline Phone: (541) 513 6607
Gfice Phone: (541) 345 5702

W thank you for supporting a
wonen' s right to choose!

NETWORK FOR
REPRODUCTIVE OPTIONS

Enpowering communities with abortion
access, grassroots health education and
reproductive options.



